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Fresh from a stint in Washington, D.C., and four years after earning a degree
at the Naval Postgraduate School Center for Homeland Defense and
Security (CHDS), Brigadier General Michael McDaniel is fusing his
knowledge and educational background into a newfound role.
McDaniel has returned to his home state of Michigan as a full-time professor
at the Thomas M. Cooley School of Law. Since August 2009, he has served
as Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense at the U.S. Department of
Defense. Prior to that, he was Homeland Security Advisor to the state of
Michigan’s governor and also served as Assistant Adjutant General for
Homeland Security with the Michigan National Guard.
McDaniel’s last day with the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) was Jan. 3.
He immediately transitioned to the role of law school professor. His duties will
stretch beyond classroom walls as he is charged with developing a
Homeland Security Law program for the school.
His resume and track record gave McDaniel an up-close view of the
Constitutional issues surrounding the ever-evolving discipline of homeland security, something that will be valuable
as he builds a new program.
"In everything I have encountered with the state of Michigan, at CHDS and as Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense I have been struck by how many issues have a Constitutional question of some sort," McDaniel said by
telephone shortly after teaching a class.
Indeed, in the wake of the 9/11 terrorists’ attacks a series of laws were passed by Congress that resulted in a
homeland security legal field rife with those Constitutional questions.
Examples, McDaniel noted, include the suspension of the right to challenge one’s detention in court for some
detainees under the Military Commission Act of 2006, which was eventually ruled unconstitutional by the U.S.
Supreme Court two years later. Constitutional questions will continue to arise before the courts as homeland
security law evolves.
However, there are more legal matters related to homeland security law that don’t grab headlines. Among them is
the relationship between states and the federal government when responding to catastrophic events – a subject that
occupied much of his time at the Department of Defense, where he worked with former CHDS Director Paul
Stockton, who is the current Assistant Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense.
There are also the regulations promulgated under homeland security-related legislation that impact both how federal
agencies relate to one another and how businesses operate, such as rules for contracting with DOD. And, further,
areas such as critical infrastructure protection and cyber-security have caused many more fields of business to focus
on the economic and structural impact of homeland security compliance.
"Most homeland security laws passed by Congress include required activities by the private sector," McDaniel said.
"In the private sector we are seeing huge changes in the way we do business that are resulting in increased costs to
the private sector."
His new position will challenge McDaniel to take his knowledge of the regulatory and legal body of work and
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implement an up-to-date academic program for future attorneys. He notes that the Cooley Law School vision for
Homeland Security Law includes both a potential concentration of courses as part of the Juris Doctor degree and for
a Master of Laws (LLM) degree.
As a student at CHDS, McDaniel got a head start on this prospect as he researched and wrote his thesis, titled "The
Development and Recognition of Homeland Security Law." The research included an initial survey of law schools
around the country to ascertain the current state of the education and practice of homeland security law. He found
that almost all of the law schools he surveyed were teaching only two basic areas – national security and anti-
terrorism.
Since that time, law firms have increasingly marketed themselves as practitioners of homeland security law, an
increase probably related to the increase in the regulations stemming from homeland security laws passed post-
Sept. 11.
"In my opinion, the academics have not stayed current," he noted. "We have a practice area in homeland security
and defense law being marketed by private firms. We haven’t yet defined a separate discipline of homeland security
law (in academia)."
The demand for this type of legal education will come from law firms seeking to respond to corporate demand as
well as professionals entering government service who increasingly will need a strong legal expertise to serve in a
variety of jobs.
In formulating a new program at Cooley Law School, McDaniel will draw on his CHDS experience. That will mean an
emphasis on classroom discussion and student-to-student learning.
"I was definitely impressed and will be guided by the heuristics the CHDS education," he said. "I want to adapt the
CHDS playbook and have that cross-section (of students) to make sure we have those kinds of discussions. It will
not be the traditional law school, Socratic methods of teaching. It will be more of the discussion and group learning
we had at CHDS."
McDaniel also noted that the Thomas M. Cooley Law School was the perfect school to create a Master of Laws in
Homeland Security: "Cooley has both a history of innovative programs and a focus on non-traditional and older
students. So, I knew that we could create a Homeland Security Law program that would be attractive to the current
practitioner, whether in the private sector or in governmental or military organizations."
McDaniel has taught law previously, having served as an adjunct professor at the Michigan State University College
of Law, as well as at Cooley Law School. He was also recently appointed a Visiting Professor at the Naval
Postgraduate School. In addition to his CHDS master’s degree, he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from St.
Bonaventure University, a Juris Doctor from Case Western Reserve University School of Law and a Master of
Strategic Studies degree from the Army War College.
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